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the place of my mother, and I will do whatever you
say. Having thus received my consent, she went into
the interior of her house, and brought out, by the
assistance of her female slaves and servants, fifty
tor as1 of gold and laid them before me, saying, "A
caravan of merchants is on the point of setting out.
for Damascus.2 Do you purchase with this money
some articles of merchandise. Having put them
tinder the care of a merchant of probity, take from
him a proper receipt for them: and do you also pro-
ceed to Damascus. When you arrive there in safety,
receive the amount sales of your goods, and the profit
which may accrue [from your merchant,] or sell them
yourself [as may be most convenient or advantageous."]
I took the money and went to the bazar;3 and having
bought articles of merchandise, I delivered them
over in charge to an eminent merchant, and set my
mind at ease on receiving a satisfactory receipt from
him. The merchant embarked with the goods on
board a vessel, and set off by sea,4 and I prepared to
go by land. When I took leave of my excellent
sister, she gave me a rich dress and a superb horse
with jewelled harness; she put some sweatmeats in a

1  The tor a is a hag containing a thousand pieces (gold or silver).   It is
used in a collective sense, like the term Hsa, or " purse," among the Persians
and lurks;  only the Jdsa consists of five hundred dollars, a sum very
aearly equal to 1000 rwpis.

2  The word in the original is Domif&ft, an Indian corruption of the
.Arabic DimashJc, which latter mode of pronunciation I have followed in
my printed edition.

3  The grand street where all the large shops are.   In oriental towns of
considerable size, there is generally a distinct "hastier for each species of good*,
such as "the cloth bazar," " the jewellery Imar? &c.

4  The merchant would have rather a puzzling voyage of it, if he went by-
tea from Yaman to Damascus.